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9 May 2011
To Whom It May Concern:

White Ribbon activities provide an effective and powerful tool for communities to focus on men’s violence toward women and children.

In 2011 our focus will be on two things: what men can do to change attitudes toward violence; and developing a narrative around positive male role models. 
Once again we are encouraging New Zealanders to wear the white ribbon to show they do not commit, condone or tolerate violence against women and children. We’ll also support local activities and organise several national events, one of which is the White Ribbon Motorcycle Ride.

Over the last two years the White Ribbon Motorcycle Ride has grown into a significant event which combines a national campaign with local community initiatives. The ride was very well supported by communities in 2010 and 2009 and generated a tremendous amount of positive coverage in local media throughout the North Island, helping to raise awareness of, and support for, local anti-violence initiatives. To capitalise on the success of the North Island White Ribbon Motorcycle Ride and requests from the South Island, the Families Commission has scheduled a South Island leg which will build on the work achieved over the last two years.
As part of the planning process for 2011, we are talking to communities about how they would like to be involved and which communities the ride might visit. We have organised the initial structure of the ride and would like to consult with community groups to discuss their level of interest and different concepts for hosting the ride. This letter and document are the first phase in that consultation. If you would like to register your interest, please complete the attached form and return it by Monday 30 May.

We anticipate there might be more than one group within each community wishing to be involved, and will do our best to facilitate and actively encourage cooperative approaches. This cooperative approach was a distinctive strength of the campaign in 2010 where White Ribbon events were made possible by multiple organisations working together.

At the Families Commission, Lynda Murray and I will be working on this section of the project and Lynda will be in contact to discuss your ideas and suggestions. 

The White Ribbon Motorcycle Ride is a very exciting project; one that not only raises awareness but allows men to demonstrate their commitment toward ending violence, and we look forward to working with you.
Yours faithfully
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Rob McCann

Senior Communications and Media Advisor

White Ribbon Campaign Manager
White Ribbon Ride 2011
White Ribbon

White Ribbon Day is the international day when people wear a white ribbon to show they won’t tolerate, condone or remain silent about violence against women and children. White Ribbon has evolved into a symbol used by communities to show that they do not condone any family violence, especially that toward women and children. 

Statistics
In New Zealand most violence against women takes place in the home.
In violence between couples, it is men’s violence that is most likely to cause serious physical or psychological harm.

· An average of 14 women a year are killed by their partners or ex partners.

· There are over 3,500 convictions recorded against men each year for assaults on women.

· One in three women will experience partner violence at some point in their lives.

The South Island ride is scheduled to begin and end in Picton, travelling down the West Coast and up the East Coast. The draft route has been designed to ensure that the framework for the ride is safe for the riders and allows for ‘meet and greets’ and ‘events’ at a variety of locations each day.  Please refer below for draft route.
White Ribbon Ride Information

This year we are organising three White Ribbon Motorcycle Rides. The first will travel from Tauranga to Wellington, and then from Wellington divide into two rides that will travel up the east and west of the North Island to Auckland and then on to Bream Bay. A third South Island ride will travel from Picton down the West coast of the South Island and back up the East Coast. The rides are organised by the Families Commission and led by the Super Māori Fullas and Patriot Defence Force Motorcycle Club (The Patriots).
The Super Māori Fullas

The brothers grew up the Super Māori Fulla way – surrounded by love and respect. Now Mervyn, Roger and Mahu Rawiri are using the visibility and mobility of their bikes to encourage all New Zealanders to show that they are against violence toward women and children.

The Patriot Defence Force Motorcycle Club (The Patriots)
The Patriots are all former or serving members of the New Zealand Defence Forces. As peacekeepers they wish to play a part in reducing violence within New Zealand. They will act as the ‘road captains and tail end Charlies’ and assist the Super Māori Fullas with logistical support.

Rules for riders include

No alcohol or drugs.
No patches.
Must have motorcycle of 250cc or greater.
Must agree to the pledge that ‘Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge never to commit, condone or remain silent about violence against women and children’.
The Super Maori Fullas and Patriots are the leaders of the ride and riders must follow their instructions.
The Pledge

Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge never to commit, condone or remain silent about violence against women and children. 

Further information on the White Ribbon Ride is available at www.whiteribbon.org.nz
Families Commission Contacts
Rob McCann
Senior Communications and Media Advisor 

White Ribbon Campaign Manager
04 917 7045 or 029 917 7045
rob.mccann@nzfamilies.org.nz 

Draft Route of South Island White Ride 2011

	
	South Island
	

	Thur 17/11
	positioning ride to Picton -  Launch SI Ride in Blenheim ride to Nelson


	
	

	Fri 18/11
	Nelson → Westport

Expected route includes:  Nelson and Murchison

	

	Sat 19/11
	Westport → Haast (we recognise that this is the anniversary of the first explosion at Pike River Mine and understand if there are no White Ribbon activities)

	

	Sun 20/11
	Haast → Alexandra

Expected route includes: Lake Hawea, Wanaka, Luggate, Tarras, Cromwell, Clyde, Alexandra

	

	Mon 21/11
	Alexandra → Invercargill

Expected route include: Arrowtown, Queenstown, 

	

	Tue 22/11
	Invercargill → Dunedin

Expected route includes: Mataura, Gore, Balclutha, Milton, Mosgiel

	

	Wed 23/11
	Dunedin → Ashburton

Expected route includes: Oamaru, Timaru

	

	Thur 24/11
	Ashburton → Christchurch



	
	

	Fri 25/11
	Christchurch 



	
	

	Sat 26/11
	Christchurch → Picton 
Expected route includes: Kaikoura, Blenheim 

	
	


Please note the towns indicated on the expected routes are to assist you to see which route is planned.  If your town is not included and is along the route and you would like to host a White Ribbon Ride activity, please register your interest.  

This is a draft document and not for distribution to media. Media will be informed of this process by the Families Commission. This form is also available at www.whiteribbon.org.nz.
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Registration of Interest – South Island White Ribbon Ride 2011
I would like to register our interest in hosting the White Ribbon Ride 2011 in our community.
Please take the draft route and time frame into consideration when registering your interest.

Please return the Registration of Interest form by Monday 30 May 2011
	Name of Organisation:


	

	Town/City:


	

	Contact Person:


	

	Phone Number:


	

	Email:


	

	Organisations that might partner with this project:


	

	Description of activity that you propose (please include date and preferred time of day) :


	


Please email your registration of interest to: rob.mccann@nzfamilies.org.nz or post to Rob McCann, Families Commission, PO Box 2839 Wellington 6140
This form is also available at www.whiteribbon.org.nz
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Show you’re against violence towards women

www.whiteribbon.org.nz




1

